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Winter 2025 Book Catalog 

Sheboygan County Historical Research Center 

Dark and Twisted, Crime and Criminals in 
Sheboygan County - SCHRC  - $15.00. 250+p. 

     From the first recorded murder in the area before Wisconsin was a state 
(1846) to some of the worst crimes of the 1970s, this book is a timeline of 
the seedier side of life in Sheboygan County. 

     All the information contained here is from the public domain and re-

printed or used with permission. The main focus of the book is murder, a 

topic that either fascinates or repulses people. This may not be a book for 

everyone. The gentle of spirit or the squeamish might want to make a dif-

ferent reading choice.   

     True crime buffs will love the detective work. There are a few yet to be 

solved. The coverage ends in the 1970s as people involved may still live 

in the area. We wish to be respectful and cognizant of the aftereffects of 

crime, 

     Dark and Twisted it may be. Fascinating, it surely is. 

 

    ***** 

Preserving the Past: Celebrating 100 Years of 

Waldo  -  Mary Parrish  -  $20.00. 115 pages. 
     The residents of Waldo, Wisconsin, are fortunate to have 

had the history of their community recorded and preserved for 

posterity. 

     The village was originally established as Lyndon Station in the Onion 

River Settlement when the Milwaukee and Northern Railway Company 

laid their railroad tracks through in 1871. The village was platted in 1873 

by N.C. Harmon on 80 acres of land that he and his son-in-law had pur-

chased from Abraham Lawson. When it was discovered that there already 

was an existing Lyndon Station in Juneau County, Wisconsin, it was de-

cided to rename the village after Otis Harvey Waldo, Sr., a prominent 

Milwaukee attorney and president of the railroad. In 1923, Waldo, Wis-

consin, became an incorporated village and the Onion River Settlement 

ceased to exist. 

     Over the past 100 years, Waldo has seen many changes. Follow along 

on this journey as we explore Waldo’s past. 
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From Bootlegging to Brothels, 
Sheboygan County Vice during 
the 1920s and 1930s  -  $15.00. 
SCHRC.  
 
Prohibition, the Great Depres-
sion, Gangsters, Gambling, 
Prostitution, Bootlegging and 
the KKK will be covered. 
Newspaper articles and great 
photos help tell the story from 
the early days of pioneer She-
boygan County to the demise 
of the bordello industry in the 
1950s.  

 

 
Sheboygan County’s Native Ameri-
can Past, From the Archives  -  
$15.00  - SCHRC 

This book will share a sampling of 
the written information about She-
boygan County’s Native American 
past gleaned from the archives of 
SCHRC.  

Check out the locations of Indian 
mounds, trails, settlements and arti-
facts. Read stories from early set-
tlers. Learn about local Native 
American traditions. 

 

On Track at Kohler Company. Peter 
J. Fetterer. $25. Hardcover.  

This is the story of Kohler’s rail 
lines and Kohler’s relationship with 
them. It is also the story of those 
who worked on the railroads, those 
who rode on them and those who 
loaded, unloaded and moved the 
railcars at Kohler Co.   

 

  

 
To the Hills and Lakes, the Story 
of Streetcar and Interurban Lines 
in Sheboygan County. Peter J. 
Fetterer. $25.00. This the story of 
the streetcars in Sheboygan and 
the interurbans that ran west out of 
the city. It is also a story of power 
lines and power-hungry politi-
cians. A story of risks and rewards 
… where the risks were always 
greater than the rewards. A story 
of successes and failures…where 
failures were frequent, and suc-
cesses were fleeting.  

 
Sheboygan, A City Defined by Water, 
SCHRC, $15.00. 

Topics covered in this book include 
the businesses along the Sheboygan 
River including the shipyards and fish 
shanties, the parade of bridges over the 
Sheboygan River, the port and growth 
of the harbor including the use of the 
region’s first steam shovel, the con-
struction of the piers, and breakwater, 
the variety of lighthouses, the jetties, 
the development of Broughton Drive, 
the Yacht Club, the Naval Reserve, and 
the Life Saving Station.  

Lost Places of Sheboygan County. 
SCHRC. $10.00. Though we have noth-
ing as dramatic as Pompeii, Mesa Verde 
or Petra, our lost settlements were once 
vibrant centers of life and work in She-
boygan County.  We’ll take a trip back to 
reconnect with man of our local myster-
ies. 

A Tour of Black River, Gem of She-
boygan County. James Schultz and Beth 
Dippel. $25.00. Created with input from 
the residents of the area, it’s a great 
read. The tour spans Black River’s past, 
present, and future. It includes rare Na-
tive American burial grounds, a noted 
collection of artifacts, five ship captains 
and a seafarer, Wisconsin’s first scout 
troop, folk and contemporary artists, a 
number one hit on America’s record 
charts, three nature preserves, a pair of 
popular state parks, and a proposal to 
replace a pristine forest with a world-class golf course. 

Riding the Electrics, the Story of 
the Milwaukee Northern. Peter J. 
Fetterer. $15. The Milwaukee 
Northern interurban line was 
once Sheboygan’s link to the rest 
of the world. Early in the 20th 
century, it offered travel adven-
tures and trade advantages the 
city and its neighbors had never 
known. And it put Sheboygan on 
the map as a modern, progres-
sive, up-with-the-times city. 
There was a time when you could 
board an interurban car early on a 
Sunday morning in Sheboygan, 
transfer to another car in Milwau-
kee, enjoy a Cubs or White Socks 
game in Chicago, and be home again by sundown. Or, if you 
were really adventurous, you could ride connecting interurban 
lines to Indianapolis, Detroit, or almost all the way to New York 
City.  

 

Best Sellers 
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A Bit of the Old Sod 
Bernard Michaels -- $20.00. The 
poignant story of immigration and 
settlement of the Irish in Sheboygan 
County, and an account of the Byron
-Lima settlement, a swath of some 
thirty miles within which over 600 
Irish families settled. The communi-
ty's irregular borders ran from Ken-
nedy's Corners in Lima to the frame 
church of Byron's St. John.  The 
town of Mitchell is at the heart of 
this story.   

A Time for Reflection  -  Emma 
Thieme -  $10.00. This booklet was 
prepared for a centennial celebration 
of the arrival of the first Volga Ger-
mans in Sheboygan, Wisconsin. That 
small group of seven, unsure of their 
destination or what they would do 
when they arrived, was followed by 
many other relatives and friends. 
Today, thousands of people who live 
in Sheboygan  - or who lived there at 
one time  - are descendants of Ger-
man Russian immigrants. 

Bearing Their Part Equally, The 
Drafted Men of Sheboygan County the 
Sixth Wisconsin. $5.00. Dr. James Mar-
ten. At least eighty-five members of the 
Sixth came from She-boygan County—
mostly as draftees or substitutes in the fall 
of 1864. They would endure the last few 
violent months of the war beside the few 
surviving old soldiers of the original co-
hort of men who had joined in 1861. 
Nearly a third would become casualties 
by bullets or disease.  

 
Bondage in the Land of the Free: 
Slavery in Wisconsin Before the Civil 
War. $5.00. Dr. Patrick Jung. Many 
people associate Wisconsin with the 
Union and the destruction of slavery 
during the Civil War. Thus, many 
people are surprised to learn Wiscon-
sin and other states of the Midwest 
permitted slavery in the decades be-
fore the conflict.   

Camp Haven, Sheboygan County’s 
Anti-aircraft training base.  $12.00. 
For ten years 1949-1959, Camp Ha-
ven provided training, education, 
entertainment and drama for the area. 
This book tells the story of the camp 
through photos, memories and news 
articles.   

Cascade Fire Department, 100 Years 
of Service  -  $7.00. A history of the 
department from 1915 to 2015. Filled 
with images, news items and depart-
ment notes.  

 

Celebrating 50 Years of Friendship, Sis-
ter Cities 1967-2017, Sheboygan and 
Esslingen  -  $8.00. 
An account of the sister city relationship 
between Sheboygan, Wisconsin, and Ess-
lingen am Neckar of Germany - 1967 to 
2017. The stories are told by actual head-
lines, story excerpts, photographs 

Chairs, A History in Sheboygan County--
Janice Hildebrand--$8.00. Sheboygan, 
Wisconsin, known for years as "Chair 
City" has been home to such companies 
as Phoenix Chair, Northern Furniture 
Company, Mattoon and Crocker Chair. 
 
Cheese Factories of Sheboygan County – 
Edwin Fisher - $20.00. 189 pages. Soft 
color cover. The cheese industry has been 
very important to Sheboygan County 
since the 1870s. This is a history of the 
industry in the county. The book is divid-
ed into townships and lists some 210 dif-
ferent factories that existed over time. It 
deals with cheese making in the home, the 
development of cheese factories, factories 
and their locations, cheese makers, the 
cheese making season, tools and equip-
ment and much more. 

The Chordettes of Sheboygan. $10.00. 
Compiled by Scott Lewandoske before his 
death in 2018, the information about the 
Chordettes was gathered from newspaper 
articles, scrapbooks, record albums, and 
interviews with the Chordettes them-
selves.  $10.00. 
 
Days Gone By - John Wirth- $10.00. 
Growing up in small town Wisconsin is 
John Wirth's poignant, colorful account 
of growing up in Sheboygan Falls in 
the 1950s and 1960s.  Great stories! 

Days to Remember  -  Arved Ashby, 
M.D.  - $15.00  - Arved Ojamaa Ashby 
was born in Estonia on the Finnish Sea 
on August 8, 1922. Soviet armed forces 
brutally occupied his home country in 
1940, and a carefree and idyllic life 
gave way to a time of uncertainty, fear, 
and death. This book, a reprint of the 
two memoirs Capful of Wind and The 
Wind at my Back, tells Ashby’s trau-
matic but ultimately successful sto-
ry – a coming of age story, and a 
story of emigration and survival.  

Dissolving the Myths and Legends: 
Black Hawk War. $12.00. Jung, 
Tronnes and Trask. 

The Black Hawk War has often 
been a subject for historians; new 
information that has been gleaned 
from previously untapped oral his-
tories, original sources, and revi-
sionist interpretations has allowed 
present-day scholars and biog-
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raphers alike to take a fresh and en-
riched examination of the last Indian 
war that was fought in Illinois and Wis-
consin, and provide needed insight to 
both sides of the struggle.  

Down By Prange’s  - Bill Wangemann-
- $10.00. 149 pages. This book is a 
compilation of a wide range of articles 
that appeared in the Sheboygan Press 
during 2003, and was originally written 
at the request of the Sheboygan Press 
to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the 
founding of Sheboygan.  
 
Elkhart Lake, A Photographic History  
- Peter Laun-- $20.00. 125 pages. 
Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin, home to 
Road America today, was once a sum-
mer vacation retreat to thousands of 
city dwellers from Chicago, Milwau-
kee and St. Louis. The trains and inter-
urban brought them to enjoy the cool 
breezes and waters of Elkhart Lake, 
Crystal Lake and Little Elkhart Lake. 
This volume discusses Joseph Moore, 
the founder and many other colorful 
characters of the village.  
 
Five Men and a Boat. $15.00. Thomas 
J. Jutz. The remarkable story of the 
early maritime family of Johann Lutz, a 
young German immigrant, arrived in 
the United States in 1847 and joined 
the early fishermen on the shores of 
Lake Michigan in 1950.  
 

Game of Whist: An Alleged She-
boygan Connection to Abraham Lin-
coln’s Assassination. $5.00. Steven K. 
Rogstad.  

Grandma, What Did You Do Before 
TV?  $10.00. Bill Wangemann. Stories 
from the 1950s from our own City of 
Sheboygan historian. Funny & fab. 
 
Great Surveys and Great Surveyors of 
Sheboygan County by Edgar Harvey. 
$13.00. 2007.  35 pages. This book 
deals with many of Ed Harvey’s prede-
cessors as Sheboygan County Survey-
or. Although they were humble survey-
ors while they worked in Sheboygan 
County, some of these men invented 

great things, or were otherwise involved 
in major events which changed the his-
tory of the entire nation or the world.  
One man worked on the Brooklyn 
Bridge project.  Another worked on the 
Panama Canal.   

Great Waukesha Springs Era. 1868-
1914. John Schoenknecht. $40.00 From 
1868-1914, Waukesha, Wisconsin was a 
center of the mineral spring water indus-
try. Following the discovery of the heal-
ing powers of Bethesda Spring by Colo-

nel Richard Dunbar in 1868, the 
mineral springs industry grew by 
leaps and bounds. $40. 
 
Historic Sheboygan County– 
Gustave Buchen. $22.00.   2015 
Reprint of  the quintessential book 
on Sheboygan County history, this 
book was written in 1944, when 
many of the original settlers were 
still alive. The information is well 
documented and tells the story of 
Sheboygan County’s first years. 
The book includes an index, maps 
of early Sheboygan County and 
drawings. 

History Buff’s Listing of She-
boygan’s  Historical Firsts by Bob 
Spatt- $20.00. 2006. The City of 
Sheboygan has many interesting 
and important "Firsts". Some of the 
firsts are obscure such as the first 
bratwurst stand, the first department 
store, the first baby born in She-
boygan. 

History of the Elkhart Lake Road 
Races 1950-1952, 60th Anniversary 
Edition by Peter Laun and the 
Elkhart Lake Historic Race Circuits 
Preservation Society — 
$20.00. After WWII, open 
road racing gained popularity 
all over the United States due 
to the influx of European 
sports cars purchased by 
American veterans who had 
experienced the thrill of road 
racing overseas. The driving 
force behind the growth of the 
sport in America and the main 
organizer of these races was The 
Sports Car Club of America 
(SCCA). A Midwest course was 
deemed necessary for racers, and 
Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin was chosen 
as the site. 

The History of Hingham, Wisconsin. 
$25. Don Williams, Steven Shaver 
and John Swart. Named after a city 
in Massachusetts, by a Charles Rog-
ers, who was a Massachusetts native, 
our very own little Hingham, Wis-
consin was once a thriving business 
community. Reprint and update. 
Many great new stories, history and 
photos.  

History of Plymouth. Mrs. H.N. 
(Laura) Smith. $10.00. This history 
of the township of Plymouth, the 
Villages of Plymouth and Quitquioc, 
Sheboygan County, Wisconsin was 
written by Mrs. H.N. Smith. This 
series of articles was published in the 
Plymouth Reporter between Decem-
ber 10th, 1872 and June 5th, 1873. It 
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details the lives of Plymouth’s 
earliest citizens.  

History of the Sheboygan 
Public Schools — Don Lau. 
$10.00.  350 pages. Schools 
highlighted are: Cleveland, 
Cooper, Franklin, Grant, Her-
itage, Horace Mann, Jackson, 
Jefferson, Lake View Park, 
Lincoln, Lincoln-Erdman, 
Longfellow, Lyman, Madi-
son, Mapledale, Pigeon River, 
Sheridan, Washington, West 
Side, Wilson, Farnsworth, 
Horace Mann, Urban, Central 
High, North High and South 
High, Day School for the 
Deaf, Fresh Air School, Alter-
native Education Programs, 
Charter Schools, Early Learn-
ing Center, Orthopedic School 
and Vocational School. 

History of the Schools in the 
Town of Holland by Don Lau. 
$10.00. 2007. 250 pages. Soft 
color cover, perfect binding. 
Schools highlighted here are 
Jefferson, South Cedar Grove, 
West Oostburg, Beaver Creek, 
Maple Grove, Fairview, 
Greene, Amsterdam, River 
Valley, West Cedar Grove, 
Liberty, Lakeview and Hoard. 
Many photos are included.  

History of the Schools in the 
Towns of Herman and Mosel. 
Roland Schomberg. $10.00. 2008 
reprint with updates and revisions. 
Soft color cover, perfect binding. 
Schools covered: Russell, Taft, 
Garfield, Little Elkhart Lake, Jo-
liet, Elkhart Lake, Harrison, Dew-
ey, Lime Ridge, Rhine Center, 
Victory.  

History of Schools in the Village 
of Oostburg—June VerVelde and 
Ione Heinen--$10.00.  385 pages. 
This book covers Oostburg school 
history from 1899-2005. A great 
timeline gives the reader a won-
derful overview of what happened 
educationally and socially in Oost-
burg, Wisconsin.  

History of Schools in the Towns 
of Russell and Rhine. $12.00. Hel-
en Schulz. 236 pages. Schools 
covered include Russell, Taft, 
Garfield, Little Elkhart Lake, Jo-
liet, Elkhart Lake, Harrison, Dew-
ey, Lime Ridge, Rhine Center and 
Victory. 

Ho-Chunk People’s Struggle 
Against Removal, 1828-1875  -  
Stephan Kantrovitz. $5.00 Be-

tween 1828 and 1837, the United 
States coerced the Ho-Chunk people 
into signing a series of treaties that 
stripped them of title to their ancestral 
homestead. For the next forty years, 
over and over, the government sent 
soldiers to expel them to homelands 
and reservations west of the Missis-
sippi River. During those same years, 
from the 1840s to the 1870s, the Ho-
Chunk were also forcibly removed 
from many of those new lands as 
well. Despite this history of dispos-
session and expulsion, though, many 
Ho-Chunk people live to this day in 
large parts of their ancestral homeland.  
 
Howards Grove, Wisconsin — Elmer 
Koppelmann — $20.00. 424 pages. 
2002.  Howards Grove began as two 
villages, Howards Grove and Mil-
lersville. Not until 1967 did the two 
unite into one incorporated village. The 
first European settlers to settle in the 
town of Herman were the Lippers, a 
group of 13 families and 7 orphaned 
children from Lippe-Detmold, Germa-
ny.   
 
I End With My Pen, But Not With My  
Heart, Dutch immigrant letters, mem-
oirs and travel journals. Compiled by 
Mary Risseeuw. $15.00. Published in 
2008.150 pages of great primary 
source information from immigrants 
from the 1840s to the 1950s.   
 
It’s Not Yours ‘Til You Like It, H.C. 
Prange and Company  -  $15.00. Men-
tion the name Prange’s and no matter 
your age from 40 to 90 you probably 
have personal memories of the legend-
ary Sheboygan department store. 
Whether those memories are of the 
annual animated Christmas window 
displays and caramel corn, the use of 
due bills, charge-a-plates, layaways, 
will-call, the x-ray machine in the shoe 
department or the escalators, they are 
shared by many and are part of the 
cherished collective history of the H.C. 
Prange Company.  

Jacob’s House  -  $18.00. This book 
documents the Zitzer family's life in 
Schulz, Russia (also, known as 
Lugovaya Gryaznukha, Russia).  It also 
details their immigrant trips to the Unit-
ed States. Modern day images of Schulz 
by Peter and Judy Kaland.  

Jim's Brother-- Richard Dykstra--
$14.95. Thirty-five short stories about 
growing up in rural Wisconsin. Local 
author, Rich Dykstra, brings his Dutch 
roots to life.   

Jim’s Brother II… Things I Forgot to 
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Tell You – Richard Dykstra -- 
$14.95. Dykstra provides a middle
-child’s view of life in rural Wis-
consin during the 1950s and 
1960s. This book deals with com-
mon themes most readers will 
relate to. 

Kneevers' Hotel, The A She-
boygan County Landmark--Earl 
and Charmaine Kneevers--$15.00.  
This book traces the history of the 
Kneevers Hotel in Sheboygan, WI 
from when the land was parti-
tioned in 1842 until fire destroyed 
the building in 1978.  The hotel's 
main drawing card was the deli-
cious homemade food at an af-
fordable price.  Recipes for 23 of 
these classic dishes are included in 
the book.   

Kroos Control, American Roots, 
Chinese Traditions. $25.00. This 
autobiography by Rick Kroos 
takes you from his childhood 
home in the city of Sheboygan to 
Vietnam to Hong Kong, where he 
has lived most of his adult life. It 
is a wonderful and inspirational 
story from beginning to end. 

Landverhuizers, The or The Immi-
grants—Peter Risseeuw — 
$15.00. 250 pages. A historical 
trilogy novel of Dutch emigration 
of the mid-nineteenth century. 
This wonderful book is a new 
English translation made availa-
ble for the first time. Originally 
published by Bosch & Keuning 
N.V. Baarn, Holland in 1947. 
Translated and condensed by C.L. 
Jalving, Holland, Michigan.  

Lincoln Among the Badgers, Re-
discovering Sites Associated with 
Abraham and Mary Lincoln in 
Wisconsin. $15.00. 
Steven K. Rogstad. The accounts 
about the Lincolns in Wisconsin, 
and the histories of their monu-
ments, have never been collected 
in a single volume. Highly illus-
trated, including maps, this book 
will appeal to historians, travelers, 
tourists, families, scholars, and 
history lovers. 400 pages, full col-
or interior, paperback.  

Leather, A History in Sheboygan 
County--Janice Hildebrand--
$8.00. 72 pages. Published in 
1995. The tanneries of the county 
were an offshoot of the fur-trading 
days and were among the first 
clothing-related businesses to get 
started in Sheboygan Coun-

ty.  Everything from shoes to 
gloves to harnesses were made of 
leather.  Follow the history of the 
leather business in the county.   

Lipper’s Mills, A history of starting 
Life Over in a Foreign Land  -  
Franklin, Town of Herman, She-
boygan Co. $20. Richard A. Stoelb. 

Limping Through Life, A Farm 
Boy’s Polio Memoir   — Jerry 
Apps  — $16.00. Polio was epi-
demic in the United States in 1916. 
By the 1930s, quarantines and 
school closings were becoming 
common, as isolation was one of 
the only ways to fight the disease. 
The Salk vaccine was not available 
until 1955; in that year, Wisconsin's 
Fox River valley had more polio 
cases per capita than anywhere in 
the United States. In his most per-
sonal book, Jerry Apps, who con-
tracted polio at age 12, reveals how 
the disease affected him physically 
and emotionally, profoundly influ-
encing his education, military ser-
vice, and family life and setting him 
on the path to becoming a profes-
sional writer.  

Millersville, Wisconsin – Mil-
lersville Historical Research Group, 
Arline Hoppe, Rita Milbrath, Rob-
ert Spindler, Violet Usadel -- 
$14.00 – 187 pages.   

Oh, The Places I’ve Seen, Life in 
the Slow Lane — Richard Dykstra 
— $14.95. 2011. Stories deal with 
seemingly mundane, but memora-
ble activities, Dykstra, and millions 
of other American kids participated 
in as children.  Shopping trips to 
Sheboygan which took a week to 
plan, use of the outhouse, meals at 
Bob’s Lunch in Sheboygan Falls, 
Sundays at Grandma’s and that 
memorable first Braves game. 

On The Home Front — Bob Spatt, 
Jim Lampe, Elmer Koppelmann 
— $15.00. 2009. A chronological 
account of daily life for She-
boygan residents and how it 
changed dramatically during 
WWII.  The story is told by way 
of actual headlines, story ex-
cerpts, photographs, editorials 
and advertisements as published 
in Sheboygan County newspapers 
at that time. 

One Soldier's Story- The WWII 
Memoirs of A Sheboygan County 
Man-Arthur G. Kroos Jr.--$8.00. 
This is the story of one She-
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boygan County soldier, Arthur G. 
Kroos, Jr., from his enlistment in 
Company F, 127th Regiment, 32nd 
Division in the fall of 1940, until 
release in 1945. He was trained as a 
paratrooper seeing service in North-
ern Ireland, North Africa, Sicily, 
Italy and on D-Day in France. His 
final military foray took place in a 
glider as part of Operation Market-
Garden. He was shot down over the 
Dutch island of Schouwen and 
spent eight months as a POW at 
Luft Stalag 1 in Barth, Germany.  

Our German Heritage. James E. 
Schultz. $15.00. 
How German are we? This book 
tells stories and teaches lessons 
about genealogy research in Ger-
many. Interesting to all. 

Out of the Phoenix, A Tragic Be-
ginning. $10.00. Researched and 
compiled in 1986 (reprinted in 
2025) by descendants of survivors 
of the Phoenix disaster. The Phoe-
nix steamed out Buffalo on the 
morning of November 11, 1847, 
with approximately 175 Dutch im-
migrants, a crew of 23, an unknown 
number of other passengers, and a 
heavy load of coffee, sugar, molas-
ses, and hardware, destined for 
ports on Lake Michigan. After a 
few hours’ stop on November 20, 
on the lake’s western shore at Mani-
towoc due to rough seas, the ship 
was again on its way and disaster 
struck. 

Peach Crates and Comic Books. 
Fifty short stories about growing up 
and growing old in rural Wisconsin. 
Richard Dystra. $14.95. 

Phoenix- The Fateful Journey, 
Tragedy, Survival and Heroism -- 
John Textor -- $10.00. 234 pages. 
Published 2006. This is the story of 

the November 1847 sinking of 
the propeller ship, Phoenix, 
from a new perspective.  Most 
of the fatalities were of new 
Dutch immigrants and this book 
tells of how life might have 
been different had the catastro-
phe not happened.  

Ploughs Among the Eskers-- 
Bernard Michaels--$15.00. 81 
pages. A story of the settlement 
of the northern Kettle Moraine 
in Sheboygan County, Wiscon-
sin focusing on the town of 
Mitchell.  

Plymouth, Wisconsin. Plym-

outh Historical Society and 
SCHRC. 2006. $ 21.99. Plym-
outh, originally considered a 
“hub” city because of the hub 
and wheel factory located there, 
it has also earned that moniker 
because of its central location 
between Milwaukee and Green 
Bay. Tourists flock to Plymouth 
year round to visit the variety of 
shops, to golf, swim and ski, or 
explore the beautiful Kettle Mo-
raine State Forest. Residents are 
proud of their heritage, which 
can be seen at sites throughout 
the city.  

Prisoner 19053. Robert Matzner. 
2008. $12.00. It is the true story of 
Matzner’s three years in Nazi con-
centration camps. Matzner, a native 
of Poland, lost most of his family 
to the Nazi’s “Final Solution”. He 
somehow survived the horror and 
came to the United States and She-
boygan with his family in 1949. 

Random Local History Reader. 
$12.00. The Random Local History 
Reader is filled with odd and inter-
esting history. What is the real sto-
ry of the Dead Horse? Who was the 
Black Terror of Sheboygan? Have 
you ever read an obituary for an 
outhouse? Learn the meaning of 
the term, Yeggman. Find out 
why Cupid was baffled. And 
read the full story behind the 
murder of revered, early teacher, 
John Sexton. Great reading for 
quiet time, you’ll enjoy every 
story and photo included in this 
random collection of historical 
gems.  

Rebuilding a Railroad in the 21st 
Century: Sheboygan County, 
Wisconsin. $15.00. 
This documents the rebuilding 
of an 11-mile rail line in She-
boygan County, after being 
dormant for nearly 30 
years.  This was more than just a 
fix-it-up job, but the replacement 
of the entire line from the ground 
up with new track built to modern 
standards to handle heavy 
loads.  It also required one trestle 
to be completely replaced and 
others reinforced.  Adding to the 
generous amount of photos, there 
are “before” and “after” photos 
taken at the same location.  

Shadow of the Phoenix  - Mary 
Jane Gruett. $8.00. Twelve year 
old Derk Van Vliet began the ad-
venture of a lifetime in Holland in 
1847.  
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Sheboygan County Chronicles 
by Bill Wangemann, $8.00-- 
Topics include Memories of 
Railroads, Electric Rail or the 
interurban, maritime stories- 
The Burning of the Niagara 
and The Mysterious Loss of 
the Pere Marquette 18, movies, 
TV and drive-in theater, Gar-
ton Toy and its fire. 

Sheboygan County Connec-
tions. $15.00. A collection of 
forty-one stories about the way 
folks from Sheboygan County 
are connected to the greater 
world. Most were seen as She-

boygan County History columns 
in the Sheboygan Press from Feb-
ruary to October 2014. Extra in-
formation and photos have been 
added. Topics range from ice 
fishing and the brutal winter of 
1936 to the advent of Rocky 
Knoll and citizens’ participation 
in the Manhattan Project.  

Sheboygan County Connection II, 
From Road America to the Erie 
Canal. $15.00. This is the second 
volume in a series. It contains 
more than fifty stories about She-
boygan County citizens and the 
amazing ways they participated in 
important history. Topics range 
from the 1950s bomb shelter 

scare to the opening of Road 
America and Clif Tufte to the 
opening of the Erie Canal in the 
1830s.   

Sheboygan County Connection 
III, From Rancho Flores to the 
death of Ed Gein  -  $15.00. Con-
tinuing record of the lives of She-
boygan County residents and their 
adventures in history. Read about 
dozens of historic happenings ex-
perienced by residents from a 
county connection to infamous Ed 
Gein to the mysteries of Rancho 
Flores. 

Sheboygan County Connection 
IV.  Sheboygan County Connec-
tion IV, From Vollrath Park Zoo 
to Wisconsin’s Oleo Wars -  
$15.00 This is the continuing rec-
ord of the lives of Sheboygan 
County residents and their adven-
tures in history.  

Read about dozens of historic 
happenings experienced by resi-
dents from the wonders of old 
Vollrath Park Zoo to the oddities 
of Wisconsin's Oleo Wars, from 
the Free Hall in Sheboygan Falls 
to the value of stone fences and 

the beginnings of the cheese 
business in Plymouth. 

Sheboygan County-Pioneers of 
Commerce- $19.99. Sheboygan 
County's iron-fisted work ethic 
began with its earliest residents. 
From the jackknife trading posts 
and mill wrights of the early 
1800s to the spas and "Great 
Wall of China" of Kohler Com-
pany, the importance of com-
merce to Sheboygan County is 
evident. This pictorial history of 
the small family-owned business 
of Sheboygan County begins in 
the 1870s and ends with an im-
age of a 1950s American Classic
-McDonald's Golden Arches. 

Sheboygan Falls, Wisconsin-  
$24.99. Originally platted as the 
village of Rochester, Sheboygan 
Falls took shape in the late 1830s 
and 1840s. Settled by Yankee 
entrepreneurs from the East, 
"Sheboygan at the Falls" was a 
strong settlement from the begin-
ning, surviving even the financial 
panic of 1837. A city of Greek 
Revival and Cream City brick 
architecture, Sheboygan Falls 
boasts two districts listed on the 
National Historic Register.  

Welcome to Sheboygan Falls  -  
$15.00. This is a reprint and update 
of the 1976 done for the Bicenten-
nial. This book was done in con-
junction with the 100th anniver-
sary of Falls becoming a city. 
Trace the evolution of the business 
district and learn about the wide 
variety of civic groups which once 
kept citizens busy. See how the fire 
department has grown and take a 
peek at the folks who settled Falls.  

Sheboygan, Wisconsin. $12.00. 
Sheboygan, Wisconsin is a 128 
page publication filled with more 
than 200 historic images of the city 
of Sheboygan. The chapters in-
cluded in this book include: Blaz-
ing Trails; The First Fifty Years; 
Saloons and Public Houses; Rail-
roads Bring Prosperity; Riding the 
Trolley; Eighth Street- The Heart 
of Sheboygan; and Parades, Festi-
vals and Events.  

Sheboygan Socialists, The - Earl E. 
Kneevers Jr. and Charmaine Chopp 
Kneevers -- $10.00. During the late 
19th and early 20th century, there 
was a relatively strong Socialist 
movement in the United States. 
Sheboygan, Wisconsin was one of 
those cities that had an active So-
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cialist Party. A strong leader of the 
Sheboygan movement was Fred 
Kneevers.  

The Sausage that made Sheboygan 
Famous  -  SCHRC  -  $15.00. 
Since 1953, August brings Brat-
wurst Day, a celebration of sausage 
and of our collective German herit-
age. The brat is a social food in 
Wisconsin where Germans first 
introduced it to the New World. 
We’ll revisit sausage-making in the 
county and remember the heyday 
of 1950s Bratwurst Days. 

Sheboygan, Tales of the Tragic 
and Bizarre  — $21.99. She-
boygan deserves its reputation as 
a conservative city, quiet and law 
abiding. But here are some stories 
from the past that have been 
swept under the rug or lost over-
board. Venture into the mists of 
the Lake Michigan Triangle that 
have swallowed boats, planes and 
entire tribes. Investigate speak-
easy shootings, safes burgled by a 
flyswatter, poisoned Christmas 
candy and the hoax that had mili-
tiamen firing on their own cattle. 
Or just sit down with some bi-
zarre anecdotes about a 
hometown you though you knew. 

Sheboygan County’s Last Union 
Veteran. Steve Michaels. $8.00. 

William P. Bryant. 

Shores of Sheboygan County--
Mary E. Meyer--Local History--
$8.00. A compilation of the history 
of the port of Sheboygan, complete 
with photos of the harbor and the 
ships that plied its waters.  Histo-
ries of harbor industries included.   

Stories Told in Granite and Glass 
$15.00. SCHRC. This volume will 
introduce readers to some of the 
most interesting and beautiful 
stained glass windows and ceme-
tery monuments in the county. 
We’ll discuss the background and 
history of each form of expression 
and much more. Consider this a 
primer to Sheboygan County’s 
treasures. 

Tales from the Rails of Sheboygan 
County-- Peter Fetterer--
$10.00. Compilation of great 
newspaper articles following the 
history of the railroad in She-
boygan County.  Some are humor-
ous, some are serious, and some 
are downright shocking.  Great 
reading for the railroad enthusiast 
and amateur alike.   

Tales from the Rails 2  - 
Peter J. Fetterer. $10.00.  
is an entertaining compila-
tion of newspaper articles, 
stories and photos follow-
ing the history of the rail-
road in Sheboygan Coun-
ty. Some are humorous, 
some are serious, and 
some are downright 
shocking.  Great reading 
for the railroad enthusiast 
and amateur alike. This is 
a follow-up to Tales from 
the Rails originally pub-
lished in 1999. 

Taylor, Judge David fami-
ly. Edwin Fisher. $8.00.  

Ultimate Sacrifice- Sheboygan 
County’s World War II Casual-
ties-- Elmer Koppelmann-
$8.00. The citizens of She-
boygan County have always 
gone above and beyond the call 
of duty in times of military 
need; the Second World War 
was no different. Some 3000 
young men and women served 
during World War II on all 
fronts and in all capacities from 
this county alone. Recorded 
here, after eighteen months of 
searches and interviews, are 
vignettes of 234 soldiers- one 
young woman and 233 young 
men from the Sheboygan Coun-
ty area who lost their lives.  

They Were First- Janice Hilde-
brand- $10.00. This book is a 
tribute to the City of Sheboygan 
on its sesquicentennial year 
2003. The area that is now the 
city was settled years before 
1853, but the city was not char-
tered until then. This book docu-
ments 45 men and women who 
were important in Sheboygan's 
early years.  Each bio contains 
one or more photos. 

Time in Hell, the Battle for Bu-
na on the Island of New Guinea-  Rich-
ard Stoelb   -  $10.00. This is the story 
of the men of Company F, 127thInfan-
try, 32nd Division, Wisconsin National 
Guard who left Sheboygan, Wisconsin 
for Federal Service on October 15, 
1940. They would fight in the Battle 
for Buna on the island of New Guinea 
against the Japanese in World War II.  

 

Sheboygan County’s Unforgotten, A 
Story of our Korean War Soldiers. 
Richard A. Stoelb. $12.00. The Korean 
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War, as we know it, raged from June 5, 1950 through July 27, 1953, beginning when North 
Korean forces overran the 38th parallel or the dividing line between North Korea and South 
Korea. In Sheboygan County, 960 young men were called up by the local Selective Service 
Board for assignment to military service. 700 of these men served in Korea. 7 were Killed 
in Action, 5 died in POW camps, 1 remains listed as Missing in Action, and 2 died in non-
combat events. This book remembers Sheboygan County’s casualties, its prisoners of war, 
those still missing, soldiers of the occupation and others whose stories have impacted their 
lives forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two Longs and Ten Shorts. Henry Dykstra. $14.95. This wonderful volume includes recollections of 
the author's childhood in Wood County, Wisconsin during the 1920s and 1930s. While the title sounds 
like a very long number from an old crank-style telephone, it actually refers to the two parents and ten 
children in the author's family. Henry Dykstra moved to Sheboygan County in 1941, and farmed there 
for over fifty years. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Waiting on DEROS. Adrian Falchion. $10.00. Nineteen stories of Vietnam from Floyd Odekirk and his 
Veteran Brothers Michael Bennett, David Higgins, Craig Johnson, Dale Moravec, Donald Burch, Pat-
rick Callahan, Joseph DeAugustine, Robert Moneypenny, Daniel Michael Pruitt and Thomas Vojvodich 
who each shared a story for the sake of honoring other soldiers. 
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 Book Title Cost Quantity Line Cost 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

Shipping and handling, $7.00 for the first book. $2.00 for each addi-

tional book. Based on USPS rates.  

   

For anything international, please call 920.467.4667.    

 Subtotal  

WI Residents Sales Tax 

5.5% 

 

Shipping and  Handling  

 Total  

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone __________________________________________Email ________________________________________ 

Credit Card Type -______________________________, Number _____________________________________ 

 

Security Code __________ Expiration Date ______________ Zip Code _______________________________ 

Book Orders should be mailed to: SCHRC, 

518 Water Street, Sheboygan Falls, Wisconsin 

 

Checks should be made out to: SCHRC or 

the Research Center 
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Sheboygan County  

Historical Research Center 

518 Water Street 

Sheboygan Falls, WI 53085 

 
920.467.4667 

Two doors south of the Rochester Inn 

Open Tuesday through Friday 9-4   

 

More books found at 

schrc.org 

Order online! 




