
Woodstock played a role in Sheboygan life 
“Like legions of vagabond soldiers”. . . that’s how the one and only Sheboygan Press article 
about Woodstock started its report. Technically known as the Woodstock Music Festival; An 
Aquarian Exposition: Three Days of Peace and Music, the event lasted for four hot and miserable 
days in August 1969. 

From August 15-18 more than 400,000 music lovers rolled onto farmland about 70 miles west of 
Poughkeepsie. The event was organized by four young men, the oldest of whom was only 27.  

That small group of guys dreamed of a recording studio and a retreat for rock musicians near the 
village of Woodstock, New York. It had to be a success they reasoned; after all, Bob Dylan and 
other musicians already lived there. But, capital was needed and a weekend rock concert was just 
the ticket to raise the money. It was hoped that 50,000 people would attend. 

A number of communities turned down the opportunity to host the event before dairy farmer, 
Max Yasgur, lawyer turned dairy farmer, gave the okay for use of his property. His 600-acre 
farm was perfectly suited for a concert venue. Its largest alfalfa field sloped into a natural 
amphitheater, complete with a lake as a backdrop. Yasgur was paid $75,000, about $500,000.00 
today. He would grow to be a counterculture icon among the hippies and a pariah among the 
locals. 

The neighboring community was decidedly conservative in demeanor. Young people cut their 
hair short and wore clothing on all parts of their body, none of it tie-died. So as word of Max’s 
agreement traveled through town, it brought outrage from townspeople. Personal threats were 
launched, and a sign popped up reading: “Don't Buy Yasgur's Milk. He Loves the Hippies.” “The 
sign did it,” said Miriam Yasgur, Max’s wife, “When Max saw that, I knew darned well he was 
going to let them have their festival. You didn't do that to Max.” 

Max attended a town meeting prior to the festival to defend himself, and ask whether there were 
any legal problems with the plan. When no reservations were raised, he addressed the entire 
meeting saying: "So the only objection to having a festival here is to keep longhairs out of town? 
Well, you can all go pound salt up your @#$%&, because come August 15, we're going to have 
a festival!" 

It soon became apparent that an estimate of 40,000 concert-goers was far too low. Two days 
before the festival began there were already 50,000 people camping near the stage. 

Tickets cost $7 for one day, $13 for two days, and $18 for three days. Tickets had been sold in 
advance, but as people flocked by the thousands to Woodstock from all directions, it was clear 
there was no possible way to charge at the door. Once it was known the concert was free, 
attendance surged. An estimated one million people headed to Woodstock. Police had to turn 
away thousands of cars. It is likely that nearly 500,000 people actually made it to the event. The 
highways in the area became parking lots as people abandoned their cars in the middle of the 
roads and walked the final distance to the venue. Traffic was so bad that the organizers had to 
hire helicopters to shuttle the performers from their hotels to the stage. 



Melanie, Arlo Guthrie and Joan Baez headlined Friday night. The Who, Jefferson Airplane and 
Janis Joplin played on that hot, Saturday, August 16, 1969. Music played from 2:00pm to 
2:00am for more than three days in the usually quiet town. It rolled over into day four with the 
epic performance of The Star-Spangled Banner by Jimi Hendrix that closed Woodstock. 
Hendrix’s performance at 9am on Monday morning, was described as 'the single greatest 
moment of the Sixties', yet it was witnessed by just a fraction of the crowd. Most had gone home 
by the time Hendrix took the stage. 

During the three days of the Woodstock festival, there were no reported incidents of violence. 
Perhaps the only recorded incident happened on-stage, as Abbie Hoffman rushed the stage 
during a break in The Who’s set. Hoffman took the mike and began a semi-coherent rant about 
freeing John Sinclair from jail, when Pete Townshend turned, yelled at Hoffman to get off “my 
stage,” and hit the activist in the head with the neck of his guitar.  

Drugs and nudity abounded, but the event was quite peaceful. Nothing stopped the action 
including the non-stop deluge. On Saturday in just three hours, five inches of rain fell and the 
festival became a mudfest. Joan Baez famously sang 'We shall overcome' during a full-on 
thunderstorm. During the downpour there were fears some artists would get electrocuted. They 
also faced hunger and insufficient basic amenities such as toilets and shelter, but no matter. 

Don Loper, internationally known Beverly Hills designer quipped that police couldn’t possibly 
arrest anyone for nudity during the festival. “When you have two pounds of dirt on you, you 
can’t be considered nude, even though there’s no clothes, can you?” 

In a year when Phil Bengtston coached the Packers, men’s handbags made an appearance and 
Hurricane Camille devastated the Gulf coast killing dozens, Sheboygan watched the happenings 
in New York with awe. A few dozen of its young people managed to make their way east to be a 
part of history.  

In a year that saw the first footsteps on the moon, casualties in Vietnam approaching 40,000, the 
Manson murders and Chappaquidick, 500,000 kids grooving strangely but peacefully at 
Woodstock didn’t seem all that odd. It just brought a fitting end to an exhausting decade in 
America. 



 

Woodstock Music and Art Festival, August 15-17, 1969 poster 

Opening ceremony at Woodstock. Swami Satchidananda giving the opening speech. August 15, 
1969. 

 



Typical day at Woodstock Music Festival, White Lake, New York, 1969. 

 

 

In 1984, a plaque was placed at the original site commemorating the festival. The field and the 
stage area remain preserved in their rural setting and the fields of the Yasgur farm are still visited 
by people of all generations. 


